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August 15, 2022 
 
Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye 
The Supreme Court of California 
350 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, CA 94101 
 
 RE:  In re DP (S267429) 
Supplemental Authority re: Amicus Brief of Legal Services for Prisoners with Children 
 
Dear Chief Justice: 
 
On behalf of Amici Legal Services for Prisoners for Prisoners with Children, Los Angeles Dependency 
Lawyers Inc., East Bay Family Defenders, and East Bay Community Law Center, I am writing to notify 
the Court of a recent appellate court decision that is directly relevant to an argument raised in our 
amicus brief filed November 12, 2021. 
 
At pages 36-53 of our amicus brief, we argued that this Court should reconsider and reject the 
general rule that a judgment has issue preclusive effect following dismissal of an appeal for 
mootness (“mootness preclusion”). 
 
On July 14, 2022, the Third District Court of Appeal filed an opinion holding: “[W]here, as here, 
an appellate court disposes of an appeal solely on a procedural or technical ground that does 
not reach the merits of the underlying controversy, such as mootness, the judgment does not 
have preclusive effect in subsequent litigation.” (Parkford Owners for a Better Community v. 
Windeshausen (July 14, 2022) 2022 WL 2751720, *7. The Third District’s opinion addresses 
many of the authorities that are also discussed in our amicus brief. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

Kellie Walters 
Legal Services for Prisoners with Children 
 
 

Supreme Court of California
Jorge E. Navarrete, Clerk and Executive Officer of the Court
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